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Much of the Panhandle and
northern regions of the state ex-
perienced a frost early last week.
Some irrigated wheat and oats
continued to emerge in parts of
the Blacklands, while planting
continued in most areas of the
state.

Cotton harvest occurred in the
Plains, the Blacklands, Edwards
Plateau, and Trans-Pecos.

In the Northern High Plains,
corn harvest neared completion.

Sorghum continued to mature
in the Northern Low Plains, while

harvest occurred in the High
plains.

Peanut producers started
digging, and harvest continued
in the Southern Plains and South
Texas.

Soybean harvest continued in
the Upper Coast, while harvest
neared completion in the North-
ern High Plains.

Spinach continued to be plant-
ed, while harvest of pumpkins,
red dry chilies, and green beans
occurred.

Pecan harvest continued in

Soil Test Campaign

Colorado/Austin County
AgriLife Extension is sponsoring
a soil testing campaign beginning
November 1 - November 30.

Soil sample bags and instruc-
tions will be available during that
time at Colorado County Exten-
sion Office, Columbus, Heffley’s
Mill & Grain - Columbus, Eagle
Lake General Store, M-G Farm
Service Center - Weimar, Farm-
ers Co-Op - Garwood, Texana
Seed - Garwood, Garwood Imple-
ment & Supply - Garwood, Ber-
nardo Farm & Ranch - Bernardo

and Heinsohn'’s Store - Frelsburg.
Routine Analysis is $6 per sample.
If you want Routine Analysis plus
other micro nutrients your cost is
$10. Prices are only good for this
soil testing campaign.

This should give all agricul-
tural producers the opportunity
to participate. You should have
ample opportunity to get your
test results back in plenty of time
to decide how you want to apply
fertilization this coming year.

Soil testing is the foundation

the Blacklands, Edwards Plateau,
and South Texas.

To maintain good body condi-
tion, some ranchers were forced
to supplement their livestock.
Topsoil moisture was mostly
short to adequate statewide.

Field Crops Report

Small Grains: Wheat and oats
continued to be planted in many
areas of the state and some irri-
gated fields continued to emerge
in parts of the Blacklands.

Statewide, wheat condition was
mostly fair to good and oat condi-

tion was mostly fair to good.

Cotton: Cotton harvest contin-
ued in the Plains, the Blacklands,
Edwards Plateau, and Trans-
Pecos.

Statewide, cotton condition
was mostly fair to good.

Corn: Corn harvest neared
completion in the Northern High
Plains.

Corn condition was mostly fair
to good statewide.

Sorghum: Some sorghum har-
vest occurred in the High Plains,
while sorghum continued matur-
ing in the Northern Low Plains.

Runs Through Nowv.

of a sound fertility management
program. A soil test is a series of
chemical analysis on soils which
estimates whether levels of es-
sential plant nutrients are suf-
ficient to produce a desired crop
and yield. When not taken up by a
crop, some nutrients, particularly
nitrogen, can be lost from the soil
by leaching or volatilization. Oth-
ers, like phosphorus react with
soil minerals over time to form
compound which are not available
for uptake by plants.

Collecting a good soil samples
is the most critical step in soil
testing. It is generally recom-
mended that one “composite” soil
samples be collected from each
uniform area of 10 to 40 acres.
Care should be taken to prevent
sampling across areas with his-
torically different land uses, soil
types, fertilization practices or
crop yields.

If you need further informa-
tion, please feel free to call me
at the Extension Office 979-732-
2082.

Pecan Crops Short In Texas This Year

If Texas pecan growers and
eaters are having to look hard for
a kernel of good news this year, it
is in the quality and nutrition the
nut offers.

The state will yield only about
32 million pounds of pecans this
year, less than half of the 2007
crop and far under the average 60
million-pound harvests, according
to the Texas Agriculture Statistics
Service.

“The light production this year
is the result of a big crop last year
and the lack of rain at the end of
the 2007 season,” said Dr. Larry
Stein, AgriLife Extension horti-
culture specialist at the Texas
AgriLife Research and Extension
Center in Uvalde.

“Production was not only af-
fected by the drought, but also the
rains we received in September,
which caused a good amount of
disease.”

The U.S. Department of Agri-
culture in October forecast pecan
production at 204 million pounds
(in-shell basis), down 47 percent
from last year’s crop and 2 per-
cent below 2006. About 85 percent
of the total, or 171 million pounds,
are the improved varieties, while
16 percent, or almost 33 million
pounds, are from native trees, the
USDA estimated.

While production is down
significantly from last year, the
quality of the pecans is generally
good, Stein said.

“Since there were fewer pe-
cans coming from a more con-

centrated area this year, those
locations were harder hit than
usual by insects and wildlife that
typically feed on pecans, including
raccoons, squirrels and deer,”
Stein added.

“On the plus side, we're hav-
ing good harvest weather here in
South and South Central Texas
and the pecan harvest, which
started here about three weeks
ago, will continue for about an-
other month.”

Mike Adams of Henderson,
president of the Texas Pecan
Board, said the nut trees tra-
ditionally bear large and small
crops in alternate years.

“Texas is a diverse pecan
growing area also because we
have both native trees and im-
proved variety orchards,” said
Adams, who is also a grower.

“Overall, I'd said this year’s
crop is mediocre and spotty.

“In some areas, there will be
a good crop with good quality, but
in other areas, especially those
damaged by Hurricane Ike, it will
not be so good.”

He mentioned one pecan farm
in southeast Texas that had about
80 percent of its 50 and 60-year-old
trees blown down by the hur-
ricane.

Mediocre harvest or not, con-
sumers will clamor after the
much-loved holiday nut, industry
officials say.

“As usual, demand for good-
quality pecans has been strong
in the early season,” according to

Kacie Rucka was part of the Haunted House on Halloween

Night.
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Cindy Wise, Texas Pecan Growers
Association spokesperson.

“Prices paid to growers have
been strong thus far, and most
of the good quality pecans har-
vested so far this year have gone
to the gift pack and fundraiser
markets.

“Commercial shellers are not
very active yet,” she said.

“They will wait until more vol-
ume becomes available to begin
buying in earnest.”

A large inventory in cold stor-
age from 2007, plus a fairly large
Mexican pecan crop will make
up for any shortfall in the current
crop, she noted.

Mexico, the major pecan ex-
porter to the U.S., is expected
to produce almost 199 million
pounds, up 16 percent from the
previous year, according to Jose
Pena, AgriLife Extension man-
agement specialist.

As much as 72 million pounds
of pecans come into the U.S. from
Mexico each year, he said.

“Consumers should not have
any problem finding good quality
pecans.

“The native crop is where the
significant shortfall is, and these
are typically sold to commercial
shellers and used for ingredient
purposes,” Wise said.

For top quality, early maturing
in-shell pecans, Texas growers
have received $2.50 per pound
and higher in the early part of the
season, she said.

Prices would be expected to

A group of trick-or-treaters
looks for goodies on Halloween
night.
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decline somewhat as the gift pack/
fundraiser markets fill their early-
market needs and commercial
sheller’s become more active.

“Consumption for pecans
and other tree nuts has been
very strong for the past couple of
years, and we attribute that to the
positive health message that has
emerged from various research
studies,” Wise noted.

“Pecans have more antioxi-
dants than any other tree nut and
are actually ranked high among
all foods for antioxidants, an
important component of disease
prevention.”

Adams agrees.

He said the pecan board, which
collects check off money from pro-
ducers to use for research and
promotion, envisions assuring
that the nuts are available and
consumed year round.

“We are concerned with pro-
ducing high quality, healthy nuts,”
Adams said.

“So we are dedicated to get-
ting a No. 1 pecan on consumer
plates.

“They are more than just for
holidays, and consumers are
showing a preference for them.”

For a list of where to buy this
year’s nuts, see the Texas Pecan
Growers Association site at http://
www.tpga.org/buysellpecans.
html.

Statewide, sorghum condition
was mostly fair to good.

Peanuts: Peanut harvest con-
tinued in the Southern Plains and
South Texas, while producers
started digging peanuts in the
Cross Timbers.

Peanut condition was mostly
fair to good statewide.

Soybeans: Soybean harvest
neared completion in the North-
ern High Plains, while harvest
continued in the Upper Coast.

Soybean condition was mostly
fair to good statewide.

Fruit, Vegetable and Spe-
cialty Crop Report

Early vegetable harvest con-
tinued and fall vegetable crops
continued to progress well.

Spinach planting continued,

while pumpkins, red dry chil-
ies and green beans were har-
vested.

Pecans: Pecan harvest contin-
ued in the Blacklands, Edwards
Plateau, and South Texas, but
crop continued to look light.

Livestock, Pasture and

Range Report

In order to maintain good
body conditions, some ranchers
were forced to supplement their
livestock due to lack of rain and
forage.

Stock tank water levels and
pasture quality continued to de-
cline due to the lack of rain across
most areas of the state.

Pasture and range condition
was mostly poor to fair state-
wide. '

> For Trucks and Cars (Running or Not)!!
Call 979-234-2704 or 979-232-0592 (cell)

ASPIRIN - APOTENT DRUG
One important drug that is often left off the
medical history form at the dental office is aspirin. When
we are asked about taking any medications, most of us
instantly think about prescription medications, and less
likey to think about the bottle of aspirin we picked up at
the supermarket.

Aspirin is a potent drug that is used for a wide variety
of conditions. One important side effect of aspirin is
that it can increase bleeding. This is of critical
importance to your dentist when providing certain types
of treatment. The dental procedures expected to cause
bleeding include dental extractions, deep cleanings
under the gum line, gum surgery, and biopsies. The
decision to alter your aspirin intake should be made
with the consultation of your family doctor (or
specialist) and your dentist. You should always include
any over-the-counter drugs on your dentist’s medical
history form, especially aspirin and aspirin containing
compounds.

Presented as a service to the communi

SEALY DENTAL CENTER

Wesley Zboril, D.D.S.
430 Meyer St. * Sealy, Texas

979-885-4856
Se Habla Espanol

AUTUMN SPECIALS

SAVE $60.

New Patient
Exam & X-rays

SAVE $99.

Dental
Bleaching

Reg. Price $300

(30 and 35 hp)

. Boomer"‘ tractors (18-60 hp)
+TC30 & T1500 Series compact tractors

* TN-A utility tractors (45-77 PTO hp)
°T'F-A tractars (35.-62‘PTO hp) '

back on these select New Holland tractors.

Don’t miss these outstanding fall deals' Program ends Nove ber 3
s0 st:op by today or visit www.newholland. com/na for complete ‘

S cAPITAL

Potter Tractor Company
3969 Hwy. 90 ® Columbus

979-732-6201

www.pottertractor.com

*For agricultural use. Offer subject to CNH Capital America LLC credit approval. See your New Holland dealer for details and
eligibility requirements. Depending on model, a down payment may be required. Offer good through November 30, 2008, at
participating New Holland dealers in the United States. Offer subject to change. Taxes, freight, set-up, delivery, additional options
or attachments not included in price. © 2008 CNH America LLC. All rights reserved. New Holland and CNH Capital are registered trademarks of CNH America LLC.

» T4000 Series tmc:ors (50-80 PTO hp) e
* TK-A crawler tractors (62-80 PTO hp)
-TDD tractors (6240 PTO hp) -

Y% NEW HOLLAND




